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PRE 

They are enforced of very neceflity to prefs the beft and 
greateft part of their men out of the Weft countries, which 
is no fmall charge. Raleigh. 

The endeavour to raife new men for the recruit of the army 
by preffing, found oppolition in many places. Clarendon. 

The peaceful pealant to the wars is prejl , 

The fields lie fallow in inglorious reft. Dryden. 

Muft grandfon Filbert to the wars be prejl. Gay. 

You were prejfed for the fea-fervice, and got off with much 
a-do. SwiJ't. 

To Press, v. n. 

1. To aft with compulfive violence ; to urge ; to diftrefs. 

If there be fair proofs on the one fide, and none at all on 
the other, and if the moft prejjing difficulties be on that fide, 
on which there are no proofs, this is fufficient to render one 
opinion very credible, and the other altogether incredible. 

Tillotfon's Sermons. 

A great many ttneafineffes always folliciting the will, it is 
natural, that the greateft and moft prejjing fhould determine 
it to the next action. Locke. 

2. To go forward with violence to any object. 

I make bold to prefs 
With fo little preparation. 

—You’re welcome. Shakefp. 

I prejs toward the mark for the prize. Phil. iii. 14. 

The Turks gave a great fhout, and prejfed in on all fide?, 
to have entered the breach. Knolles. 

Thronging crowds prefs on you as you pafs, 

And with their eager joy make triumph flow. Dryden. 

Th’ infulting viftor preJJ'es on the more. 

And treads the fteps the vanquifh’d trod before. Dryden, 
She is always drawn in a pofture of walking, it being as 
natural for Hope to prefs forward to her proper objefls, as for 
Fear to fly from them. Addifon on Ancient Medals. 

Let us not therefore faint, or be weary in our journey, 
much lefs turn back or fit down in defpair; but prefs chear- 
fully forward to the high mark of our calling. Rogers. 

3. To make invafion ; to encroach. 

On fuperior powers 

Were we to prefs, inferior might on ours. Pope. 

4. To croud ; to throng. 

For he had healed many, infomuch that they prejfed upon 
him for to touch him. Mar. iii. 10. 

Counfcl fhe may ; and I will give thy car 
The knowledge firft of what is fit to hear: 

What I tranfafl with others or alone. 

Beware to learn ; nor prefs too near the throne. Dryden. 

5. To come^ unfeafonnbly or importunately. 

6. To urge with vehemence and importunity. 

He preJJ'cd upon them greatly; and they turned in. Gen. 
The Id's blood he drew, the more he took of treafure; 
and, as fome conftrued it, he was the more fparing in the one, 
that he might be the more preff.ng in the other. Bacon. 

So thick the Ihiv’ring army ftands. 

And prefs for paffage with extended hands. Dryden. 

y. To afl upon or influence. 

When arguments prefs equally in matters indifferent, the 
fafeft method is to give up ourlelvcs to neither. Addifon. 

8. To Press upon. To invade; to pufh againft. 

Patroclus preffes upon Heftor too boldly, and by obliging 
him to fight, difeovers it was not the true Achilles. Pope. 

Press. n.f. [prejjoir, Fr. from the verb.] 

I. The inftrument by which any thing iscrufhed or fqueezed. 
The prefs is fuH, the fats overflow. Joel iii. 13. 

When one came to the prejs fats to draw out fifty veffels 
out of the prefs, there were but twenty. Hag. ii. 16. 

The ftomach and inteftincs arc the prefs, and the la&cal 
veffels the ftrainers, to feparate the pure cmulfion from the 
fieccs. Arbuthnot. 

They kept their cloaths, when they were not worn, con- 
ftantly in a prefs, to give them a luftre. Arbutlmot. 

?. Thc inflrument by which books are printed. 

Thefe letters are of the fecond edition; he will print them 
out of doubt, for he cares not what he puts into the prefs , 
when he would put us two in. Shakejp. 

3. Croud; tumult; throng. 

Paul and Barnabas, when infidels admiring their virtues, 
went about to facrifice unto them, rent their garments in token 
of horror, and as frighted, ran crying through the prefs of 
the people, O men wherefore do ye thclc things. Hooker. 

She held a great geld chain ylinked well, 

Whofe upper end to higheft heaven was knit. 

And lower part did reach 10 lowed hell. 

And all that prefs did round about her fwell. 

To catchen hold of that long chain. Fairy Qiiecn. 

Who is it in the prefs that calls on me ? 

I hear a tongue, fiiriller than all the mufick. 

Cry, C;c(ar. Shakefp. Julius Cafar. 

jDcath having prey’d upon the outward parts, 

Leaves them infenfible; his fiege is now 
Againft the mind ; the which he pricks and wounds 
With many legions of llrange fantalies ; 


Which in their throng, and prefs to that laft hold 
Confound themfelves. Shakefts K* 

Ambitious Turnus in the prefs appears, Ltar ' 

And aggravating crimes augment their fears. 

A new exprefs all Agra docs affright, 

Darah and Aurengzebe are join’d in fight; 

Tht prefs of people thickens to the court/ 

Th’ impatient croud devouring the report. 

Through the prefs enrag’d Thaleftris flies, 

And lcatters deaths around from both her eyes. p 

4. A kind of wooden cafe or frame for cloaths and other u? , ‘ 

Creep into the kill hole.-Neither prefs, coffer 
trunk ; but he hath an abftracft for the remembrance of S 

Pl ace3 - r Shakefp. Merry IVives of IVinS 

5. A commiffion to force men into military fervice. ForiWf 

If I be not alhamed of my foldiers, I am a fowe’d gurnet 
I have mifus’d the king’s prefs damnably. ShaM 

Concerning the mufters and prejjcs for fufficient mariners' t 
ferve in his majefty’s Chips, cither the care is very little or 
the bribery very great. R J-, 

Prf/ssbed. n.J. [prefs and bed.] Bed fo formed, astobelhut 
up in a cafe. 




the ftreets to force men into naval fervice. 

Pre'ssingly. adv. [from preffing.] With force; clofely. 

The one contraas his words, (peaking prejfmgly and ihort- 
the other delights in long-breathed accents. ff m J 

Pre'ssion. n.J. [from prefs.] The ad of preffing. 

If light confided only in preJJion, propagated without aftual 
motion, it would not be able to agitate and heat the bodies 
which refraa and refleft it: if it coniifted in motion, propa¬ 
gated to all diftanccs in an inftant, it would require an infinite 
force every moment, in every fluffing particle, to generate 
that motion : and if it conftfted in preJJion or motion, propa¬ 
gated either in an inftant or in time, it would bend into the 
lhadow. Newton's Upticks. 

Pre'ssitant. adj. Gravitating; heavy. A word not in life. 

Neither the cclcftial matter of the vortices, nor the air, 
nor water arc prefjitant in their proper places. Mere. 

Pre'ssman. n. f. [prefs and man.] 

1 . One who force., another into fervice; one who forces away. 

One only path to all; by which tiie preffmen came. Chop. 

2 . One who makes the impreffion of print by the prefs: di- 
ftindt from the compofitor, who ranges the types. 

Pre'ssmoney. n. f. [prefs and money.] Money given tp a fol- 
dier when he is taken or forced into the fervice. 

Here Peafcod, take my pouch, 'tis all I own, 

’Tis my preffmoncy. —Can this filver fail l Gay, 

Pressure. n.J. [from prefs.] 

1. The aft of preffing or crufhing. 

2. The ftate of being preffed or crulhed. 

^j. Force afting againft any thing; gravitation ; preffion. 

The inequality of the prejjiire of parts appeareth in this; 
that if you take a body of ftone, and another of wood of the 
fame magnitude and fhape, and throw them with equal force, 
you cannot throw the wood fo far as the ftone. Bacon. 

Although the glaffes were a little convex, yet this tranfpa- 
rent f'pot was of a confidcrable breadth, which breadth feemed 
principally to proceed from the yielding inwards of the parts 
of the glaffes, by rcafon of their mutual preffure. Nnvton. 

The blood flows through the veffels by the excc-fs of the 
force of the heart above the incumbent preffure, which in fat 
people is exceffive. Arbutlmot. 

4. Violence inflifted ; oppreffion. 

A wife father ingenuoufly confeffcd, that thofe, which per- 
fuaded preffure of confcicnces, were commonly intcreftcd 
therein. Bacon's Effoys. 

5. Affliction ; grievance ; diftrefs. 

Mine own and my people’s prejfttres are grievous, and 
peace would be very pleating. King Charles. 

The genuine price of lands in England would be twenty 
years purchafc, were it net for accidental preffttres under which 
it labours. Child's Difcourfe of Trade. 

To this confideration he retreats, in the midft of all his 
prejfures, with comfort; in this thought, notwithstanding the 
fad affliftions with which he was overwhelmed, he mighuly 
exults. Atterburys Sermons. 

Excellent was the advice of Elephas to Job, in the mid 
of his great troubles and prejfures, acquaint thyfelf now wit 
God, and be at peace. 

fo. Impreffion ; ftamp ; character made by impreffion. 

From my memory 

I’ll wipe away all trivial fond records. 

All faws of books, all forms, all prejfures part. 

That youth and obfervation copy’d there. 

Prkst. adj. [prejl or pret, Fr.] . . . 

I. Ready ; not dilator)-. This is faid to have been the origin* 
fenfe of the word prejl men ; men, not forced into the ervl 
as now we understand it, but men, for a certain turn 
ceived, prejl or ready to march at command. 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Language 


PRE 

Each mind is prejl, and open every ear. 

To hear new tidings, though they no way joy us. Fairfax. 
Grittus defired nothing more than, at his firft entrance, to 
have confirmed the opinion of his authority in the minds of 
rhe vulgar people, by the prejl and ready attendance ot the 
Vayuod. Knolles'sHiJl. of the Turks. 

2. Neat; tight. In both fenfes the word is oblolete. 

More wealth any vyherc, to be breefe 
More people, more hamjfomc and prejl 
Where find ye ? Tujfer's Hujbandry. 

Prest. n.J. [prejl, Fr.] A loan. 

He required of the city a prejl of fix thoufand marks ; but, 
after many parlees, he could obtain but two thoufand pounds. 

Bacon's Henry VII. 

Prestica'tion. n.f [prejiigatio, Lat.j A deceiving; a jug¬ 
gling; a playing legerdemain. iOtH. 

Pre'stiges. n.f. [prejligia, Lat.j Illufions; impoftures; 
juggling tricks. Diet. 

Pre'sto. n.f. [prejlo, Italian.] Quick; at once. A word 
ufed by thole that f bow legerdemain. 

Prejlo! begone ! ’tis here again ; 

There’s ev’ry piece as big as ten. Swift. 

Presumably, adv. [from prefume.] Without examination. 
Authors prefumably writing by common places, wherein, 
for many years, promifeuoufly amaffing all that make for their 
fubjeft, break forth at laft into ufelefs rhapfodies. Brown. 

To PRESU'ME. v. n. [p-efumer, Fr. preefumo, Lat.j 

1. To fuppofe; to believe previoufly without examination. 

O much deceiv’d, much failing, haplefs Eve ! 

Of thy prefum'd return ! event perverfe ! Milton. 

Experience fupplants the ufe of conjefture in the point; 
wc do not only prefume it may be fo, but aftually find it is 
fo. Government of the Tongue. 

2 . To fuppofe; to affirm without immediate proof. 

Although in the relation of Mofes there be very few perfons 
mentioned, yet are there many nlore to be prefumed. Brown. 

I prefume. 

That as my hand has open’d bounty to you. 

My heart dropp’d love ; my pow’r rain’d honour more 
On you, than any. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

3. To venture without pofitive leave. 

There was a matter we were no lefs defirous to know, 
than fearful to a(k, left we might prejume too far. Bacon, 

I to the heav’nly vifion thus prejum’d. Milton. 

4. To form confident or arrogant opinions. 

The life of Ovid being already written in our language, I 
will not prfume fo far upon myfclf, to think 1 can add any 
thing to Mr. Sandys his undertaking. Dryden. 

This man prefumes upon his parts, that they will not fail 
him at time of need, and to thinks it luperfiuous labour to 
make any provilion beforehand. Locke. 

5. To make confident or arrogant attempts. 

In this we fail to perform the thing, which God feeth 
meet, convenient and good ; in that wc prejume to fee what 
is meet and convenient, better than God himfelf. Hooker. 

God, to remove his ways from human lenfc. 

Plac’d hcav’11 from earth to far, that earthly fight. 

If it prejume, might err in things too high. 

And no advantage gain. Milton's Par. Lofl, b. viii. 

6. It has on or upon fometimes before the thing luppofed, or cau- 
fing prefumption. 

He, that would not deceive himfelf, ought to build his hy- 
pothetis on matter of faft, and not prejume on matter of fact, 
becaufe of his hypothefis. Locke. 

Luther prefumes upon the gift of continency. Atterbury. 

7. It has of fometimes, but not properly. 

Prefuming of his force, with fparkling eyes, 

Already he devours the promis’d prize. Dryden. 

Presumer. n f [from prefume.] One that prefuppofes ; an 
arrogant perfon. 

Heavy with fome high minds is an overweight of obliga¬ 
tion ; otherwife great defervers do grow intolerable pre- 
fumers. Wotton. 

Presumption, n.f. [pntfwnptus, Lat. preemption, Ft.] 

1. Suppofnion previoufly formed. 

Thpu haft Ihewed us how unfafe it is to offend thee, upon 
preemptions afterwards to pleale thee. King Charles. 

Though men in general believed a future ftate, yet they had 
but confuted prefumptions of the nature and condition of it. Reg. 

2 . Confidence grounded on any thing prefuppofed. 

A prefumption, upon this aid, was the principal motive for 
the undertaking. Clarendon, b. viii. 

1 hofe at home held their immoderate engroffments of 
power by no other tenure, than their own prefumption upon 
the neceflity of affairs. Swift’s Mifcellanies. 

3. An argument ftrong, but not demonftrative; a ftrong pro¬ 
bability. 

The error and unfufficicncc of their arguments doth make 
it, on the contrary fide againft them, a ftrong prefumption , 
that God hath not moved their hearts to think luch things, as 
he hath not enabled them to prove. Hooker, b. v.f 10. 

4. Arrogance; confidence blind and adventurous; prelump- 
tuoulhcfs. 


PRE 

Let my prefumption not provoke thy wrath ; 

For I am lorry, that with reverence 

I did not entertain thee as thou art. Shakejp > 

It warns a warier carriage in the thing, . 

Left blind prefumption work their ruining. Daniel. 

I had the prefumption to dedicate to you a very unlinilhed 
piece. Dryden. 

5. Unreafonable confidence of divine favour. 

The awe of his majefty will keep us from prefumpti>n, and 
the promifes of his mercy from defpair. Rogers. 

Presumptive, adj. [pre/omptive, Fr. from prefume.] 

x. Taken by previous luppolition. 

We commonly take fliape and colour for fo prefumptive 
ideas of feveral fpecies, that, in a good picture, wc readily 
fay this is a lion, and that a rofe. Locke. 

2. Suppofed : as, the prefumptive heir: oppofed to the heir ap¬ 
parent. 

3. Confident; arrogant; prefumptuous. 

There being two opinions repugnant to each other, it may 
not be prefumptive or feeptical to doubt of both. Brown. 

Presumptuous, adj. [prefumptueux, prejomptueux, Fr.] 

1. Arrogant; confident; infolent. 

Prefumptuous prielf, this place commands my patience. 

7 Shakefp. Henry VI. 

I follow him not 

With any token of prefumptuous fuit; 

Nor would I have him, till I do deferve him. Shakefp. 
The boldnefs of advocates prevail with judges; whereas 
they fhould imitate God, who repreffeth the prefumptuous , 
and giveth grace to the modeft. Bacon's EJJays. 

Their minds fomewhat rais’d 
By falfe prefumptuous hope. Milton. 

Some will riot venture to look beyond received notions of 
the age, nor have to prefumptuous a thought, as to be wifer 
than their neighbours. Locke. 

2 . Irreverent with refpeft to holy things. 

Thus I prefumptuous: and the vifion bright. 

As with a finite more brighten’d, thus reply'd. Milton. 

The pow’rs incens’d 
Punifh’d his prej'umptuous pride. 

That for his daring enterprize fhe dy’d. Dryden. 

Can’ft thou love 

Prefumptuous Crete, that boafts the tomb of Jove. Pope. 

Presumptuously, adv. [from prefumptuous.] 

1. Arrogantly; irreverently. 

Do you, who ftudy nature’s works, decide, 

Whilft I the dark myfterious caufe admire; 

Nor, into what the gods conceal, prefumptuoufly enquire. 

Addifon s Remarks on Italy. 

2. With vain and groundlefs confidence in divine favour. 

I entreat your prayers, that God will keep me from all 
premature perfuafion of my being in Chrift, and not fuffer 
me to go on prefumptuoufly or defperately iii any courle Hamm. 

Presu'mptuousness. n.J. [from prefumptuous .J Quality of 
being prefumptuous ; confidence ; irreverence. 

Presuppo'sal. n.f. [pra and fuppofal.] Suppofal previoufly 
formed. 

All things neceffary to be known that we may be faved, 
but known with prefuppofal of knowledge concerning certain 
principles, whereof it rcceivcth us already perfuaded. Hooker. 

To Prlsuppo'se. v. a. [prcjuppojer, Fr. pres and fuppofe.] 
To fuppofe as previous. 

In as much as righteous life prefuppofetb life, in as much as 
to live virtuoufly it is impoffible except we live ; therefore the 
firft impediment, which naturally we endeavour to remove 
is penury and want of things, without which we cannot 
^ ve - , Hooker , b. i. f 10. 

All kinds of knowlege have their certain bounds; each of 
them prefuppofetb many neceffary things learned in other 
fciences, and known beforehand. Hooker, l>. i 

Presupposition, n.f. [pre,uppofaion,Ft. pres and fuppofition.] 
ouppofition previoufly formed. J 

Presurmi'se. n.f. [pres and furmife.] Surmife previoufly 

It was your prefurmife. 

That, in the dole of blows, your ton might drop. Shakelb 

Prete'nce. n. f. [prtstenj'us, Lat.j J 

1. A falfe argument grounded upon fiftitious poftulates. 

This pretence againft religion will not only be baffled, but 
we fhall gain a new argument to perfuade men over. Tillotf. 

2 . lhe act of fhowing or alleging what is not real. 

With flying fpeed and teeming great pretence 
Came running in a meffenger. Fairy Queen. 

bo ftrong his appetite was to thofe executions he had been 
accuftom d to in Ireland, without any kind of commiffion or 
frame, of author,*. Clarmim. 

O worthy not of liberty alone, 

Too mean pretence, but honour. Miller. 

nr Ct 1 ^ >t . t l le ^ ro j ans > with a feign'd pretence 
i i U L ^ peace, delude the Latian prince. Dryden. 
i lhould have drefled the whole with greater care ; but 1 
had little time, which I am fure you know to be more than 
pretence. JVake's Preparation for Death. 

$ 3. Affumption ; 
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